Circle of the Green

Founded Ostara 2003
MEMBERSHIP INFORMATION PACKET
l

Introduction

Why Circle of the Green? Green is the balance of the Earth combined with the emotions of the heart and the fertility of the mind. These are the three things we combine with our spirituality to influence our rituals, beliefs, and overall paths. 

The tradition of Circle of the Green (The Tridean Tradition) is one of the Goddess. All members, both male and female, are encouraged to seek the Goddess within them. The religion of the Goddess is all inclusive. She is balanced and complete, exalting neither sex above the other. 

Circle of the Green believes in simplicity and advancement through inner reflection without emphasis on Ceremonial High Magic(k). We are a learning group that encourages growth in many areas. We consider ourselves to be Modern Pagans practicing a Goddess path rooted in the ancient history of humanity. 

There is a huge thirst for knowledge of all kinds within Circle of the Green. While we maintain a group identity and practice a single tradition, spiritual exploration is always encouraged. 

Circle of the Green is a Pagan group with the purpose of gaining the enlightenment of the Goddess. In love and light we live and breathe the sacred dance and begin our journey with each other. 
The Sacred Law
There is but one law that shall serve as a guide for all of your magickal and mundane endeavors. 

The universe functions on a system of balances. Know that this system will return to you all that you give it in order to maintain that balance. In one life or the next, the Universe will repay its debt to you. 

Love begets love. Hate begets hate. Walk the path of love and it shall be your blessing. Walk the path of hate and it shall be your curse. 


You will not find 162 written rules to live by here. Only you can decide with your best judgment what is right and what is wrong and whom you will respect and whom you will not. Only you can put yourself on a spiritual path and only you can know the reasons why to choose that particular path. 

As human beings we strive to reach the balanced state of the One. The Goddess holds all things in perfect harmony. There is a method to what seems like the entropy of everyday life. People must pass on to the next world for other souls to come into this one. There is a need for destruction and creation for you can have neither without the other. 


Though there must be destruction, the Goddess is not vengeful or vicious. All is done by necessity, not animosity. Those that walk paths of hatred and fear have become very unbalanced and cannot accept the darkness that hides within us all. The first step to overcoming the darkness is to claim it as a part of yourself that you must love. Only then can you integrate the darkness and begin achieving balance. 

There is no wrath to fear, only The Sacred Law that governs all will decide your punishment. Hence, you will be punishing yourself. 

Further Examination: The Sacred Law is all about balance. Investigate Buddhism, Zen, or a combination of both. Also see the Witch's/Wiccan Rede, the Golden Rule, etc. Certain passages in books may call to you to reach out your mind and discover new personal truths. Those are the moments when something quite divine in nature drops information into your lap and taps on your mind to understand this length of your journey. Don't forget to listen. 
Principles of Tridean Belief
First Principle of Belief: Oneness of Divinity and All Things
Energy cannot be created or destroyed. All that exists at the present has always existed. If the Goddess is the source, than all life is one life, all beings and manifestations of deity are one. By whatever name and by whatever gender gods may be recognized, Trideans believe they are one being with many facets, as light that pours through a prism or crystal. Though there appears to be many different lights shining from the crystal, in actuality there is only one. 

Second Principle of Belief: The Sacred Law Governs All 
Trideans recognize the existence of powers beyond human comprehension at work in the Universe. They believe in balance through Karma, the existence of Fate, and the non-existence of coincidences. Everything happens for a reason. Treat others as you would be treated and the Universe, through the Divine, will provide. 

Third Principle of Belief: Ethical Practice of Tradition
It does not matter how one practices their tradition so long as they are ethical in their ways. The true matter lies in why one practices. Power will not be given to those who cannot better their world without the appropriate karmic repercussions. The Universe owes you nothing if you have never given back to the Universe. When expecting a desire to manifest, you should also expect to pay for that desire. All actions have consequences. 
Fourth Principle of Belief: Nature as Sacred Guide 
Trideans believe that Nature is sacred and the guide through which the lessons of the Goddess are revealed. From the moon, the sun, the stars, the earth, and the entire natural world; Trideans honor the Goddess by honoring Nature. 


Fifth Principle of Belief: Betterment of the Mind and the Soul 
The mind is vast and powerful. Trideans believe it should be used to learn and to educate others as well. Study is important no matter what the subject. But always remember that knowledge cannot replace imagination. All talents should be embraced and encouraged. Every soul has a greater purpose. 

"Imagination is more important than knowledge." - Albert Einstein 
The History of Circle of the Green

As of the Season of Samhain 2006 

Circle of the Green was founded Ostara 2003 by current Center Circle Priestesses Kelly Lyons-Schnupp and Lisa Hutchings. Both Kelly and Lisa have over a decade of experience in the practice and study of Goddess Religion and Paganism.  
Circle of the Green held their first public ritual for Northeast Council of W.I.C.C.A. the Mabon of 2003. The following year they performed their first closing ritual for Rochester Pagan Pride Day. To date they have performed closing ritual for RPPD every year since (3 years in a row). They also performed a Samhain Celebration ritual for NEC of W.I.C.C.A. in 2004.
At Ostara 2004 the bylaws of the Circle were signed and further plans towards the organization of the Circle began to take shape.  

Circle of the Green has perpetually attended rituals and other public events in support of the Greater Rochester Pagan Community since their inception.  

The Circle has been through various changes and evolutions, all of which have led it to this point. Circle of the Green is pleased to be open for membership and planning to incorporate within the next few years. 
Systems and Ways
System of Degree and Initiation
General Membership: Anyone can be a general member of Circle of the Green without being a Dedicant or Initiate. 

Dedicant Circle: This circle contains all non initiated members that have completed the Dedicant Curriculum and been formally dedicated into the Initiate Level of the Circle. Members may choose to remain Dedicants as long as they desire. If Priesthood or Priestesshood is desired then 1st Degree initiation is required.  Alternately, you may choose to remain a Dedicant of the Circle without the responsibility that comes with Initiation.
Initiate Circle: This circle contains all members who have completed the first degree curriculum and been formally initiated into Circle of the Green. These members are considered first degree Priests and Priestesses of the Circle of the Green Tradition (Tridea or the Tridean Goddess Tradition). Combined with the Dedicant Ring there will be no more than twenty-one (21) members in these two circles. 
Center Circle: The purpose of the Center Ring is to organize, facilitate, and otherwise be the decision making body of the group. Entrance into the Center Ring is by invitation only. This circle holds a maximum of nine (9) Priests and Priestesses at any one time.

The total maximum for membership is 30.

Membership Requirements
Possible members must be at least twenty-one years of age to be considered and begin studying as it is typical for wine to be included in our closed rituals. If you have a problem with alcohol, then this may not be the circle for you. Twenty-one is also the age of complete adulthood and independence from one's parents according to the law. Members under the age requirement may be accepted only if their parent or legal guardian is also a member of Circle of the Green. Dedication will not take place before the age of 18. There are no exceptions to these rules. Members may bring age appropriate relatives or guests to open functions as long as a member of the Center Circle is made aware of it ahead of time. There is also the possibility of family functions throughout the year. Maidenings, Croneings, and other rites of passage may be conducted for any member of the Circle and their family members. 

Each season we will open a portal for membership. What this entails is attending an open social gathering where interested parties will have the opportunity to review information on the Circle and meet the current members. Initiation into the Center Circle is not a guarantee with membership

Training and Classes
We have curriculums set in place for all members. Classes are facilitated by existing members and are held as the need arises.  

Ritual Format
We follow a very basic and traditional ritual outline where spontaneity is encouraged. We sometimes include drumming, chanting, and maybe even a song or two if we feel moved. Ritual information, such as our standard invocations and quarter calls, is given out upon receiving membership. Though we may mix up different calls and invocations for special occasions, we believe the soul recognizes repetition thus creating tradition. Most of the variety found in ritual will come from the building of energy and pre-planned themes and activities. 

Tradition
The tradition of Circle of the Green is one of the Goddess. Though we believe that all gods are one and all paths are valid, we tend to call that one the Goddess. It is not our intention to be matrifocal to the point of alienating the God. We honor him as our father, protector, and consort of our mother. Without the God there is no Goddess and there is no life. We recognize that the God is also the Goddess and that they are the two that know they are one. In our beliefs, the way of the Goddess makes room for all other gods and no interpretation of divinity is invalid. 

More often than not, if we are not using generic terms for the Goddess and/or God, we will use deities from the Celtic pantheon. The most common way to describe our tradition is Celtic-Eclectic, though we are not bound to or limited by the Celtic way. 
Elements of Ritual

Please memorize as much as possible…

Written by Grian of the Center Circle unless otherwise marked. 

* Denotes material not original to CotG and/or by unknown author.
Basic Ritual Outline

Ground and Center

Prepare Sacred Space

Enter Sacred Space

Cast Circle

Call Elements

Call Deity

Workings

Cakes and Ale

Release Deity

Release Elements

Open Circle

Ground Excess Energy

Circle Etiquette 

It is customary to always walk sunwise (clockwise, deosil) when entering and moving in circle. Widdershins (counter-clockwise) is used when releasing quarters, opening the circle, and in rituals of banishment. Responses are given after “Hail and Welcome”, “Hail and Farewell”, “Blessed Be”, and “So mote it be”.

Preparing and Entering Circle

The blessings below are examples of ones we have used in ritual and serve as standard words to memorize for many purposes. Feel free to add to this list and share blessings will the rest of the Circle.

Asperging: Cleansing and preparing with sprinkled salt water. Done with hands or natural materials like leaves, branches, sprigs of herbs, etc.

BLESSING: Water of the Sacred Well, Salt of the Eternal Sea; cleanse (this space and) all who wish to enter here. So mote it be.
Smudging: Cleansing and preparing with burning herb bundles, most often sage.

BLESSING: Most wise, Sacred Sage; cleansing power I do invoke by the blessings of your sweet scented smoke. Blessed Be.
Anointing: Cleansing and preparing by oil or blessed water.

BLESSING: I charge and consecrate this oil (water) in the name of the Divine. (deity may be named) May it cleanse all that wish its power to shine. 

Incense: Herbs burning over charcoal which serve ritual purposes such as offerings and/or protection in circle. All tools used in ritual should be charged and consecrated regularly then blessed directly before use. 

BLESSING: I bless these herbs of the Earth in the name of the Goddess who we honor here this night. {Other deities may also be named or alternate ones chosen.}

Casting and Opening the Circle

General Circle: Can be used with any of the below or with any spur of the moment tool on hand.

CASTING: By the earth that is Her body. By the air that is Her breath. By the fire that is Her bright spirit. By the living waters of Her womb. As above, so below. The circle is made whole.
OPENING: The circle is open but unbroken. May the love of the Goddess go in our hearts. Merry meet, merry part, and merry meet again.
Stone Circle: 

(This can also be used with candles or trees. Replace the word stones appropriately to do this.)

CASTING: We call upon the timeless power of the Ancients. Old Ones of our people, aid us in lifting the veil between the worlds. Let us walk among the mists of mystery and magick once more. With these stones we form the sacred circle of power. What we have created let no other put asunder. 

OPENING: We thank the Ancients for their Divine presence and for aiding us in lifting the veil between the worlds. May these stones hold within a piece of the energy we have created and carry with them the memory of this day. The circle is open but ever unbroken. So mote it be. 

The Living Circle: A circle cast with people. To cast each person takes the hand of the person to his or her left starting in the east. To open all hold hands and let go to the hand on their right starting from the north. 

CASTING: In love the circle is cast.
OPENING: In love the circle is opened.
Calling and Releasing the Elements

Calling East:

Spirits of the East,
Wild Winged Ones,
Soaring with freedom.
By the Air that is the Divine Breath of Life
And by the ancient power of the Old Ones
I call you to join your kin in this sacred space.
Lend insight and knowledge to our spirits.
Spirits of the East,
Hail and Welcome!

Releasing East:

Spirits of the East,

We thank you for lending your insight to our spirits.

In love we bid you hail and farewell.
 
Calling South:

Spirits of the South,
Fiery, Passionate Ones,
Flames of transformation.
By the Fire that is the Divine Spark of Creation
And by the ancient power of the Old Ones
I call you to join your kin in this sacred space.
Illuminate and intensify our workings.
Spirits of the South,
Hail and Welcome!

Releasing South:

Spirits of the South,

We thank you for shedding light on our workings.

In love we bid you hail and farewell.
 

Calling West:

Spirits of the West,
Cleansing and Pure Ones,
Bringers of Emotion.
By the Waters that are our Divine beginnings
And by the ancient power of the Old Ones
I call you to join your kin in this sacred space.
Cleanse this circle and bring us clarity.
Spirits of the West,
Hail and Welcome!
 
Releasing West:

Spirits of the West,

We thank you for cleansing this circle.

In love we bid you hail and farewell.

Calling North:

Spirits of the North,
Earthen, Green Ones,
Teachers of Mysteries.
By the Earth that is the Divine Body of our Mother
And by the ancient power of the Old Ones
I call you to join your kin in this sacred space.
Gift this ritual with your stability and strength.
Spirits of the North,
Hail and Welcome!

Releasing North:

Spirits of the North,

We thank you for strengthening this ritual.

In love we bid you hail and farewell.

Calling Center:

Spirits of the Center,

Enlightened and Knowing Ones,

Holders of the Sacred.

By the Spirit that is the Divine source of all

And by the ancient power of the Old Ones

I call you to join your kin in the sacred space.

Guide this ritual and give it purpose.

Spirits of the Center,

Hail and Welcome!

Releasing Center:

Spirits of the Center,

We thank you for your guidance.

In love we bid you hail and farewell.

Invoking the Divine
The Goddess will be called to in many different ways and for different reasons in ritual. You are encouraged to find, create, and keep your own list of invocations in your personal Book of Mysteries/Shadows. Everyone in the Inner Circle is encouraged to share what they find or write with the other members, though this is certainly not required.

GODDESS INVOCATIONS

#1 

Great Goddess, Lady of Life, 

Whose Garment is the starry heavens.

You are the white moon among the stars

And the beauty of the green earth.

You are the Oneness of all things 

And the Completion of the Spirit.

You are the mystery that if that which we seek

We find not within, we will never find it without. 

For you have been with us since the beginning

And you are that which is attained at the end of desire.

Great Goddess, Hail and Welcome.

#2
Gracious Goddess, 

Creator of all that is wild and free,

Mother of woman and man,

Descend we pray

Upon our circle round.

Bless us with your ancient power.

Great Mother, Hail and Welcome.
#2
Oh Great Goddess,

Mother and protectress of all,

We invite you to our circle.

Great Priestess hear our call.

Goddess Hail and Welcome!
#4*

Crescent One of the starry skies,

Flowered One of the fertile plain,

Flowing One of the ocean’s sighs,

Blessed One of the gentle rain,

Hear our chant amidst the standing stones,

Open us to your mystic light;

Waken us to your silver tones,

Be with us in our sacred rite.

Great Mother, Hail and Welcome!
#4

Gracious Goddess,

Queen of the night,

Descend upon our circle

And fill us with your light.

Mother, Hail and Welcome.
Book of Mysteries, Shadows, Light, etc…

The Circle of the Green Book of Mysteries will be added to as needed and when rituals are performed. This will simply be a record of all that we do and believe as a group. It contains all the information contained in your Center Circle member packet plus all rituals we have written, performed, or attended. All Center Circle members have access to the book and may request any information they may be in need of at any time. 

You should have your own personal book where you write your own blessings, prayers, rituals, meditations, etc. Please feel free to share these things with the rest of the group and add them to our Book of Mysteries if you feel comfortable doing so. Everyone will have the opportunity to write and conduct ritual. We feel this is pivotal in our growth and being a successful group. If you have ideas for ritual and would like to volunteer to write one, please let the rest of the group know. 
Contact Information
(Initiates)

Kelly Lyons – 415-6920 :: @ - kelly_m_lyons@yahoo.com 

Lisa Hutchings– 721-8031 or 453-0025 :: @ - lmhutchings@rochester.rr.com
Joie Kolstad – 473-4704 :: @ - shalimarnoon@yahoo.com 
Jeff Sheehan –  @ - jeffreysheehan@frontiernet.net 
Janeane Klingler - @ - jklingler15@yahoo.com 

Wendy Dettmer  - @ - wsa10@yahoo.com 

Notes: The information found here is not secret. For informational purposes most of it is made available on our website. In saying that we would like our original ritual material, such as the standard calls, blessings, and invocations to remain the property of Circle of the Green and ask that it not be reprinted and distributed without expressed permission. 
Circle of the Green Bylaws

Signed Ostara 2004 – redefined Midsummer 2006

Section One - Purpose and History 

Article I - Mission Statement 

Circle of the Green ('COTG' or 'the Circle') is established as a Celtic-defined group devoted to learning and gathering in the honor of positive, earth-based spirituality in a comfortable, safe, free spirited environment. 

Article II - Date of Formation 

The official date of formation of Circle of the Green is Ostara 2003. The official date of the first evolution of Circle of the Green is Ostara 2004. The official date of the third evolution is Ostara 2006. 

Section Two - Organization and Structure 

The Circle will be organized into two levels: General Level and Initiate Level. Initiate Level consists of three parts (or circles): Dedicant Circle, Initiate Circle, and Center Circle. 

A. General Membership consists of the entire body of the Circle. General Level members are those who are not presently pursuing membership and have no prior initiations. 
B. Initiate Level members are those who are pursuing Initiation, including all Dedicants.
C. The Dedicant Circle of the Initiate Level contains all non initiated members that have been dedicated and are pursuing initiation. Members may choose to remain Dedicants as long as they desire. If Priesthood or Priestesshood is desired then 1st Degree initiation is required.
D. The Initiate Circle of the Initiate Level contains all members who have completed the first degree curriculum and been formally initiated into Circle of the Green. These members are considered first degree Priests and Priestesses of the Circle of the Green Tradition (Tridea or the Tridean Tradition). Combined with the Dedicant Ring there will be no more than twenty-one (21) members in these two circles.
E. The Center Circle's purpose is to organize, facilitate, and otherwise be the decision making body of the group. Entrance into the Center Circle is by invitation only. This circle holds a maximum of nine (9) members at any one time.
F. The total maximum for Initiate Level membership is 30. 

Article I - Membership and Initiation 

A. Membership Process

The process of membership will be carried out in full before a person can be included in the Dedicant Circle. This will consist of a membership application, review and voting by the general membership, an interview, and a short curriculum. You must be an Applicant for no less than three (3) months and complete the aforementioned curriculum before becoming a Dedicant. 

1. Fraudulent applications will result in immediate dismissal of membership possibility by the Center Circle.
2. The Center Circle and founding members retain the right to deny or revoke membership based on their discretion at any time and without notice. 

B. Center Circle

The Center Circle is a closed coven of individuals formed with the purpose of serving as the teachers, organizers, decision makers, and ritual facilitators of Circle of the Green. 

1. To be considered as a member of the Center Circle one must have existed as a member of the Initiate Circle for no less than one year and one day, reached a level of 2nd Degree, and have completed all of the necessary training as dictated by the Founders and the Center Circle.
2. Prospective members of the Center Circle must also hold true to the Sacred Law and the Principles of Belief as defined by the introductory membership information. 
3. Initiation into the Center Circle will only proceed after a unanimous decision by the existing Center Circle members. 
4. No member of the Center Circle shall ever disclose the workings of the Coven to those who are not members of the Center Circle. 
5. No member of the Center Circle shall outrank those of the general membership in such a way that is oppressive to the rest of the Circle.
6. Members of the Center Circle are all equal to one another. 
7. The Founders of Circle of the Green (Kelly Lyons-Schnupp and Lisa Hutchings) retain the rights to the Circle. The Founders must approve any decisions affecting the Circle and any person(s) leaving to hive another group under our tradition. 

C. The Dedicant and Initiate Circles

The Dedicant and Initiate Circles will consist of a maximum of 21 members of the general membership. These members are either dedicants or initiates of the Circle. 

1. No member of the Dedicant and Initiate Circles outranks any other member of the Circle. 
2. All members of Circle of the Green must be at least twenty-one years of age or accompanied by a parent or legal guardian who is also a member of Circle of the Green.
3. The Center Circle must first approve guests accompanying members of the Dedicant and Initiate Circles to a closed ritual or event.
4. Study of no less than 6 months from the time of Dedicant status will be completed before Initiate level is granted. 
5. The granting of Initiate level is subject to an evaluation by the Center Circle. 

Article II - General Membership Guidelines 

A. Any member who violates these guidelines may be asked not to attend circle until the matters are resolved and/or may be subject to removal from the Circle indefinitely. 

1. All members are expected to conduct themselves in a manner befitting these bylaws.
2. All members are to treat others with respect and in accordance with the Sacred Law.
3. All grievances pertaining to the Circle and its membership are to be brought to one of the Founders or another member of the Center Circle.
4. Consuming alcohol or other mind-altering substances prior to rituals and gatherings will not be tolerated. 
5. The use of baneful acts against one's Circle members or any deliberate action directed toward another individual that is calculated to cause injury, harm or pain; be it physical, mental or emotional, where it is clear that the member in doing so has acted inappropriately, out of proportion to the circumstances, or in abuse of his or her discretion will not be tolerated.
6. Forcing or coercing another individual to participate in sexual activity against his or her desires, or to consume mind-altering substances against his or her will; or requiring complete or partial nudity of any individual against his or her will; or obtaining consent to any of these by deception or misrepresentation, or under color of authority, regardless of the circumstances under which these actions take place is strictly forbidden.

Section III - Acceptance and Implementation 

We, the undersigned Founders and members of the Center Circle of Circle of the Green, acting for, and on behalf of the general membership of the Circle, do hereby declare that the foregoing bylaws are fit and suited to our purposes, and by the setting of our signatures hereunto, upon the occasion of our celebration of the Sabbat of Ostara, do further declare that these bylaws shall be effective from this, the twenty-first day of March, in the two thousand and fourth year of the Common Era.
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